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FORUM : Czech bishop demands asylum for Chinese Christians (CNS / Catholic Herald 

via CNUA)  

 

Christians from China carry a cross on the Via Dolorosa in the Old City of Jerusalem in March. 

(CNS photo/Debbie Hill) 

Bishop Maly attributed the Czech government's delays in reaching a decision on 

the asylum seekers to concerns about trade ties with China  

A Czech bishop has accused his government of prioritising trade ties over human rights, 

after it delayed granting asylum to dozens of Chinese Christians seeking protection in the 

country. Auxiliary Bishop Vaclav Maly of Prague, chairman of the Czech church’s Justice and 
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Peace Commission, said in an email to Catholic News Service that the “usual popular 

objection” cannot be applied to the asylum-seekers. “There are no terrorists among them 

and no doubts about their work ethic,” he said. “An act of goodwill would enable Czech 

officials to show we decide our own affairs and won’t be pushed into a corner by protests 

from China. It’s shameful to see economic interests prevailing over humanitarian concerns,” 

he wrote.  

 

Bishop Maly said he was confident the Chinese Christians were “simply seeking refuge from 

the threat of persecution,” and believed their acceptance would “improve the reputation of 

the Czech Republic” after international criticism of its attitude toward refugees from Syria 

and Iraq. “Our country is a member of the European Union, whose treaties and documents 

talk about human rights, not just trade ties,” said Bishop Maly, who was jailed and tortured 

as a dissident under communist rule in former Czechoslovakia. “A principled stance can 

ultimately help resolve many problems. It’s worrying the EU seems to be abandoning this, 

while our own government’s policy also moves in the opposite direction,” he added.  

 

At least 60 Catholics and Protestants from China requested asylum from February to May 

2016. They are being held in Czech reception centres at Havirov and Kostelec nad Orlici. 

The CTK state news agency said final government asylum rulings were expected by June, 

but cautioned that a positive decision would “anger China’s communist rulers” by suggesting 

“the world’s most populous country violates human rights.” The agency said Chinese 

investors had bought Prague’s SK Slavia soccer club following a March 2016 visit by 

President Xi Jinping. Investments also have been made in Skoda, an automobile production 

company, and the Lobkowicz brewery group.  

 

A lawyer for the Christians, Maria Ludvova Ostrava, told the agency the refugees were 

“extremely cautious” about publicity, fearing the “persecution of relatives” in China. She 

said the Czech Interior Ministry had “taken advantage” of deadline extensions for processing 

the asylum claims.  

 

Under Czech law, the Interior Ministry must rule on asylum claims within 90 days, but can 

extend this by six-month intervals. The treatment of refugees and asylum-seekers has been 

a sensitive issue in the Czech Republic and other East European countries, where Catholic 

church leaders have faced criticism for not speaking up for fugitives from war and violence 

in the Middle East. Frantisek Jemelka, the Czech bishops’ conference spokesman, told CNS 

that Bishop Maly’s comments were “his own initiative” and did not involve other church 

leaders.  

> > > http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2017/04/18/czech-bishop-demands-asylum-

for-chinese-christians/ 

 
HOLY FATHER : General Audience: English Summary - Vatican Radio 

 

Pope Francis waves during the weekly General Audience in Saint Peter's Square - REUTERS 

(Vatican Radio via CNUA)  Pope Francis held his weekly General Audience in St. Peter's 

Square on Wednesday, continuing his catechesis on Christian hope. Reflecting on 1Cor 15, 

the Holy Father said the Risen Christ is the hope of Christians, since his resurrection is the 

event that grounds our faith. Dear Brothers and Sisters:  In these joyful days of Easter, our 

continuing catechesis on Christian hope looks to the Risen Jesus.  Saint Paul tells the 

Corinthians that Jesus himself is our hope.  His resurrection is the event that grounds our 

faith; without our confident belief in its historical reality, the Christian faith would be a mere 
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human philosophy, and Jesus himself simply another great religious figure.  Our belief is 

based on the testimony of those who encountered the Risen Christ, from Saint Peter and the 

group of the Twelve to Saint Paul, who was converted by his dramatic meeting with the Lord 

on the road to Damascus.  Encountering Christ in faith is always a surprise; it is a grace 

given to those whose hearts are open.  It overturns our comfortable existence and opens us 

to an unexpected future, sowing life and light in place of death and sorrow.  This is the 

reason for our Easter joy: in the risen Jesus, who dwells in our midst, we encounter the 

power of God’s love, which triumphs over death and brings ever new life and undying hope.  

> > 

> http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/04/19/general_audience_english_summary/13065

69 

INDIA : What Holy Week looks like in a remote diocese By Carl Bunderson  Miao 

(CNA/EWTN News via CNUA)  

 

 
 

Celebration of the Chrism Mass during the blessing of the Chrism Oil, March 26, 2015. Credit: 

Catholic Diocese of Miao. 

 

In the Diocese of Miao, located in India's northeastern most state of Arunachal Pradesh, 

Bishop George Pallipparambil does not stay quietly in his cathedral for Holy Week, but 

rather holds services across the diocese in an effort to better serve his people. “What we're 

trying to do is to reach to as many places as possible. I'm not confining myself to the main 

church in Miao,” the bishop told CNA in a 2015 interview. “I'll be there only for the Easter 
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Sunday Mass.” “I finished today in one place, tomorrow I'll be in a big community called 

Khonsa, and for Good Friday I'll be in another district headquarters. For the [Easter] Vigil I'll 

be in another place, and then for Sunday Mass I'll be in Miao.”  

 

The Miao diocese covers a vast area of nearly 17,000 square miles, and it is home to the 

easternmost portions of the Himalayas. The terrain ranges “from the very low plains to the 

high snow-covered Himalayan peaks,” Bishop Pallipparambil explained. “Some of the 

biggest rivers in the world are in this region, coming down from the Himalayas flowing down 

to the plains.” Mountainous terrain coupled with a lack of infrastructure explains why the 

diocese held its Chrism Mass entirely outside of Holy Week, that year on March 26.  

 

The Chrism Mass is traditionally said on the morning of Holy Thursday, and it gathers all the 

priests of a diocese together with their bishop to emphasize their common ministry. The 

bishop blesses three kinds of oil – chrism, oil of the catechumens, and oil of the sick – which 

are distributed to the priests and used in sacramental anointings throughout the following 

year.  

 

However, the Diocese of Miao has had to change this practice to adapt to its needs. The 

diocese was established in 2005, and Bishop Pallipparambil is its first ordinary. “The first 

year we had [Chrism Mass] on Tuesday of Holy Week, and we found many of the priests 

could not reach back to their own places for Holy Thursday,” he explained. “So, we started 

in the last eight years to have the Chrism Mass in the previous week.”  

 

Bishop Pallipparambil himself is sometimes beset by travel difficulties: in 2015, heavy rains 

had made the road to Kulagaon village extremely muddy, and on his way to Holy Week 

services there, he had to get out and push his jeep along with passersby. 

 

Another adaptation: the Chrism Mass was not held in the cathedral at Miao, but rather in 

Minthong parish in the Longding district. “It is one of the decisions we made when the 

diocese was created,” Bishop Pallipparambil said. He explained that “having the Chrism 

Mass in the cathedral, at least for me, didn't make sense,” because each year, the same 

people would attend and carry the holy oils back to the distant villages and parishes, where 

the local people “just don't know what it is.” “Whereas if the Chrism Mass is held in their 

place, they come to know because it is always done in their language, and so they know 

what it is. And when it's time to have an anointing, whether it be for baptism or 

confirmation or another occasion, they know the sacredness of this oil.” He added that “it 

brings all the priests and religious to pray together with the people the whole day before the 

Mass, so that also has a positive catechetical influence.” That year, the Chrism Mass was the 

occasion for Bishop Pallipparambil to present the first translation of the entire New 

Testament into the Wancho language. 

 

At the bishop's request, Father TJ Francis spent three years working with Wancho leaders in 

preparing the translation, which will serve the 60,000 Wancho people who live in the 

Longding and Tirap districts. Fr. Francis' work “must inspire many of us to take up a similar 

responsibility to translate the Message of the Gospel to the language of the people we 

serve,” Bishop Pallipparambil said at the Mass. The Miao diocese is home to more than 100 

distinct tribes, many of which have their own language. 

 

Bishop Pallipparambil told CNA that the Wancho, of whom 95 percent are Christian, now 

have printed in their own language only the Bible and a few prayer and hymn books. As the 

language had no written form, it also lacked its own script, the bishop noted, and Fr. Francis 

wrote the works with Latin letters. The priest has also produced a Wancho grammar. 

 



Despite lacking access to written Scripture until now, many of the Wancho have converted 

“just by hearing and seeing” the Gospel. “Some of their children in the '80s and '90s 

travelled outside their area and attended Christian schools, and when they got knowledge of 

Christianity they helped by teaching Bible in their own language,” he explained. The diocese 

also hold four to five-day Bible camps in which biblical stories and the catechism are 

explained. Asked if the diocese hopes that the Old Testament will now be translated into 

Wancho, Bishop Pallipparambil affirmed “yes, we want to do it by all means at the earliest.” 

> > > http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/what-holy-week-looks-like-in-a-remote-

indian-diocese-24647/ 

 

INDIA : Police interrupt a Dalit Christian Via Crucis By Nirmala Carvalho Chennai 

(AsiaNews via CNUA) On Good Friday the police of Tamil Nadu prevented hundreds of Dalit 

Christians from climbing a hill to make the Way of the Cross.  The episode took place in 

Thirukazhukundram, famous for a temple dedicated to the god Shiva. Here on April 14 

officers climbed on the altar (see video) and interrupted the celebrations. V.P. Jeyaseelan, 

the Chengalpet official, reports that the area had been declared "inaccessible" and that the 

incident was due to a long-running dispute between the residents and those of Sogandi 

Alagusamudram.  

 

Speaking to AsiaNews, Sajan K George, president of the Global Council of Indian Christians 

(GCIC) condemned the "sacrilegious attack. The sacrilegious behavior of radicals is 

unacceptable. We ask the National Commission for Human Rights to open a case against the 

police and the authorities have remained silent spectators of this reprehensible hate attack 

that wounded the feelings of hundreds of Christians ".  

 

The Jeyaseelan official explained that "Christian Sogandi Dalits had received permission to 

celebrate on the slopes of the mountain, but then the situation got worse when they have 

taken up the crosses and tried to climb the hill." He also reports that Dalits previously "had 

installed some statues, but we demolished them on December 31 after the Hindu 

Alagusamudram opposed them. We also organized two committees to bring peace, but this 

did not lead to friendly results. " Jeyaseelan adds that the Sogandi "Christians have a 

church in their village. They were warned that they should not violate the ban, but they 

claim to have a religious structure on top of the mountain for more than 10 years and 

should be given access."  

 

Sajan K George complains that "India has long fought to protect religious minorities, despite 

the country declaring itself secular, democratic and pluralistic". On the contrary, there is "a 

climate of impunity. Since prime minister Narendra Modi came to power in 2014 religious-

based incidents and sectarian violence have increased. " The minorities, he concludes, "are 

victims of forced conversions and 'Ghar Wapsi' policies [return to the homeland, namely 

Hinduism - ed] by Hindu nationalist groups such as the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 

(RSS)".  

(Video > > > https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYDmzOTWQuQ) 

> > > http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Tamil-Nadu,-police-interrupt-a-Dalit-Christian-Via-

Crucis-40502.html 

 

IRELAND : "Judgmentalism of Catholics is causing people to reject 

faith" Archbishop Martin By Sarah Mac Donald (The Tablet via CNUA) 
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Easter Message: 'We can be so judgemental and hurtful towards those whom we decide 
have failed' 

The harsh exclusion and “judgmentalism” by some in the church of single mothers, orphans, 

and gays and lesbians has been strongly criticised by Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of Dublin 

over Easter. In his Easter reflection he blamed the scandals within Catholicism as well as 

“judgmentalism” for causing people to reject faith. “We can be so judgemental and hurtful 

towards those whom we decide have failed and those who drift outside our self-made ideas 

of respectability,” he said. He questioned how a Church and its institutions could have 
“treated broken people who were entrusted to its care with such harshness”. 

His criticism follows the recent revelations about the Tuam Mother and Baby home. The 

Primate of Ireland prayed that the Church would be cleansed of judgmentalism and instead 
realise the power of mercy. 

In his Easter Sunday homily, he hit out against those behind the drugs trade holding people 

in addiction and those who sexually exploit women. “How can we be insensitive to hunger 
and yet spend millions on a false culture of the body,” he asked. 

A strong supporter of Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, Amoris Laetitia, the President of 

the World Meeting of Families 2018 warned that for many, Christianity had been turned into 
“a faith of prohibitions”. 

Certain theologies had created a religion of fear, and there were so many rules that many 

were left with a sense of scrupulosity which left them trapped and oppressed by guilt and 

doubts. He stressed that sin is not a failure to observe rules and norms: is it a failure to 
love. 

... 
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